
 

 

 

 

The Springs at Santa Rita, 951 W. Via Rio Fuerte, Green Valley, AZ 85614 

Email:  Thespringschat@gmail.com   Phone:  520-648-1699    Website:  www.thespringshoa.org    

As I sit and look at the mountains, I enjoy 
thinking about all The Springs volunteers that 
were gathered together last weekend.  There 
were oodles of them, many of them multi-
taskers. It was inspiring to see the dedication of 
the people there, and hear about the ones that 
weren’t (they were probably off volunteering).  
The Springs volunteers were honored by David 
Dethmers, (HOA vice president) at a luncheon 
complete with pizza and croissant sandwiches 
and killer cookies.  At first, I was going to just 

publish all the names of The Springs volunteers in the April Chat.  BUT, NO!  We are going to honor a different group 
of volunteers each month, and learn about not only who they are, but what they do. It seems a better way to say 
“thank you”, and also helps The Springs’ inhabitants at large know where they might best help out in the community. 
Volunteerism is such a conscious choice to make things better and it marshals our local resources. Thanks! 

And, as I continue to look at the mountains, I think about ‘leave taking’.  Many of us can’t help but think of northern 
homes now that spring has arrived.  And yet, it is still so wonderful here. I almost feel like I am at camp, with Bill Perry 
as lead counselor - with swimming, hiking, schmoozing, eating and drinking, field trips, golf and much, much, more.  I 
guess we snowbirds all have to “go home” sometime………and you permanent residents need to rest.  So, it was good. 
Be safe this summer and take care until we meet again.   By Rebecca Keenan 
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The Springs  April 2016 
A Newsletter for and by the residents of The Springs at Santa Rita 

Upcoming Springs’ Events 

 

Perry Park Picnic April 3rd 

Meet & Greet April 4th 

Potluck April 21st 

Cinco de Mayo May 5th  

 

mailto:Thespringschat@gmail.com
http://www.thespringshoa.org/


 

                       Honoring     Volunteers 
 

This month The Chat is honoring the largest group of The Springs’ volunteers – the 
strong, the brave (yes, brave), and decidedly determined GROUNDS CREW.  Headed by board member Jim Owen, the 
volunteers meet twice weekly November-May, usually on Tuesday and Friday mornings for 2 hours. They wear tough 
shoes, good sun hats, and double gloves. Each work day there are specific goals set by 
the committee, which includes Vic Bignall, Mark Koruga, Barb O’Halloran, Larry 
Smith, and of course, Jim. Expectations are realistic, the time frame is appropriate, 
safety is paramount, talking is permitted, and many hands make light work. People 
show up when they can, and they all receive an email about the work so they can 
plan accordingly.  Often the crew can be found trimming, picking up trash, chipping 
wood, checking irrigation lines, raking, or moving crushed rock in the 21 park areas in 
The Springs. The HOA also contracts with Hot Desert Lawn Services for assistance one 
day per week to maintain Perry Park (it has REAL grass) and tasks as assigned 
(often to facilitate the volunteer crew with removal of debris from trimming). 

 The true benefit of volunteering on the grounds crew is that you learn in-depth about The Springs 
property and its beauty. Some jobs are more fun than others, but the place always looks better 
when the crew finishes up for the day. The only downside to this volunteer job is the thorny brush. 
With experience, members learn to avoid it, but often wear double gloves as well.  This busy group 
of people donated over 700 hours to The Springs last year, which means savings on your HOA fees. 

 A big thank you goes to Jim, his committee members Vic, Mark, Barb, and Larry, and “the crew”.  
The volunteer crew includes: Dick Bierman, Lee Blahnik, Ted Boyett, Marge Burt, Norm Burt, Bill 

Collins, Doug Crosby, Scott Denzer, Bob Fillion, Del Harsh, Charlie Jones, Rebecca Keenan, Cyndi Ludy, Jay Messer-
schmidt, Gary Moe, Bob Muldoon, Bob Murray, Bill Perry, Ron Sills, Ron Stevens, Bill Suder, Jim Wesorick, Harold 
Moberly, Margaret Steinhilb, Norm TenBrink, Marty Swanson, and Dewain Winters.  Please say” thanks” to the 
grounds crew when you see them.  Next month The Chat will feature the famous, fearless, friendly BLOCK CAPTAINS. 

 

Did you know that the state name ‘Arizona’ came from a Basque rancher who settled near Tumacacori 

in 1736?  It means “the good oak” in the owner’s native tongue. Arizona became a state in 1912, the last 
continental state to be admitted to the Union. Later, came Alaska (1958) and Hawaii (1959). 

 

Did you know that snowbirds can suspend their sewer service and get a lower rate for the months they 

are gone?  You will need to know your account number when requesting a Sewer Fee Vacant Rate. Go to the 
website http://dot.pima.gov/wwm/apps/sewerbillingsuspension/ If you can type all that in correctly, you 
deserve a lower rate.   By Juanita Kauffman 
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Hey!   Let’s Eat Out!    By Laurie Boyett 

Shelby’s Bistro (19 Tubac Rd, # 13) in Tubac reminds me of a charming European café, with 
indoor and covered outdoor seating. The only way to get there is on foot, but parking is a 
short distance away.  The walkways and footbridge to Shelby’s, meander through quaint 
shops and are wide and safe, even for folks using walkers. 

My husband, Ted, and I arrived for lunch at 1:30 on a Wednesday and were quickly seated 
outdoors because the weather was gorgeous and most indoor tables were filled.  The wait staff were attentive. While 
the setting was charming, we were a little disappointed with some of our meal. A “Wine Country Salad” was quite 
delicious with mixed spring greens, pecans, crumbled feta, dried cranberries, and warm Portobello mushrooms. The  
fruit dressing was served on the side ($12.99). We also ordered “Amelia’s Spicy Burger”, which wasn’t ($12.99).  The 
lean meat was perfectly cooked but they skimped on the cheese and the meat was bland. No kick! When we asked 
about the flavor, the waiter replied, “most folks we serve don’t like their food very spicy”.  Perhaps they should 
rename this entre??  Chipotle mayo didn’t help much. The coleslaw too, was uninteresting. 

On a more positive note, the wait staff continued their attentive service throughout the meal, and the desserts 
sounded delicious: raspberry lemon torte, fried ice cream, Kentucky bourbon pecan pie, and “death by chocolate”. 
Alas, we did not partake. 

So we can recommend the quaint setting, and the salad. Also, we recommend you consider $8.00 Grab and Go daily 
specials which are listed on their website, as well as the Happy Hour specials from 4-6 pm Wednesday – Saturday. 
www.shelbysbistro.com  I would give this restaurant a 6.5 on a 0 - 10 scale, 10 being fabulous. Happy Eating Out! 

 

The scoop – all guests and renters welcome! 
April 3:  Perry Park Picnic.  Come and meet your neighbors! Social half hour at 12:30 pm, lunch at 1 pm. Hot coals 
provided for grilling.  Bring something to grill or your picnic lunch, plus beverage, tableware, name tag and cushion. 
Feel free to bring a dish to share. It is great picnic weather and you can be on the only REAL grass in The Springs. 

April 4:  Meet and Greet.  Happy hours on the Fiesta Deck from 3-5pm. Wear your name tag, bring a beverage and an 
appetizer or snack to share. Yucky weather sends us indoors to the Fiesta Room.  See you there! 

April 21:  HOA Potluck.  Great food and fellowship in the Anza Room at 5 pm. Bring your table setting, drinks and a 
dish to share (enough to feed 8 people). A to F bring dessert.  G to O bring salad. P to Z bring main dish. Name tag! 

May 5:  Cinco de Mayo Party.   Food, prizes, music! Held on the Rec Center roof at 5 pm. Bring your drinks and a dish to 
share. Table settings are provided (really fancy!)  Who knows, there might be dancing?? A fun part of the evening is 
“door prizes”. BUT, people need to contribute door prizes. If you have one, wrap it up. Nothing too big, silly is good. If 
you have any questions, call Marge Burt at 520-648-3596. Bring some friends and have fun.  Ole! 
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Meet your Springs Neighbor   By Studs Querkle  

When you enter the home of Lynn and Darlene Kreuzer in The Springs, you first 
think “Wow! What a great view of the Santa Rita Mountains.”  Then your 
second impression follows immediately after.  “Wow! What amazing mesquite 
furniture,” for you have entered the home of Lynn Kreuzer (often misspelled 
Cruiser), a woodworker extraordinaire. 

Lynn and Darlene lived for 30 years in Blacklick, Ohio. There he was a general contractor. His favorite construction was 
his own house. It was a replica of an eighteenth century Salt Box house, complete with large beams and authentic 
nails and hardware. There they had 3 kids – 2 girls and a boy. 

After coming out to Arizona on business, Lynn realized the Ohio sun did not shine nearly as much as in Arizona, and he 
liked sunlight. So the Kreuzers vacationed in AZ, renting first in Sierra Vista, and then in Green Valley for about 10 
years.  In 2014 they bought their place on Golden Lynx Road. 

Since he’s been in Arizona, Lynn has developed a 
passion for working with mesquite wood. He is often 
found hanging around the wood shop by West Social 
Center. On a typical day he arrives about 7AM and 
stays until 4PM. (“I like to watch the World News at 
5:30” says Lynn.) When asked if this seems like a long 
day of woodworking, Darlene quickly replies “Yes,” and 
Lynn diplomatically says “Oh, it’s all relative.” 

Lynn especially loves to take slabs of rough mesquite 
and craft them into tables – coffee tables, end tables, 
dining tables, etc. But he also enjoys taking a smaller 
piece of mesquite off the “trash pile” and turning it into 
a beautiful platter or dish. He likes to playfully look at 
the grains of wood and visualize a pig or a desert mouse.  

Darlene is the painter in the family. Landscapes and horses are two of her favorite subjects. In addition to their own 
work, their home features the paintings and carvings created by friends. 

Being a philosopher, with a strong Christian base, as well as a woodworker, Lynn compares people to mesquite. “They 
can be pretty ordinary on the outside, but once you really get to know them, they can be strong and beautiful on the 
inside.” Lynn also likes to just “talk mesquite” and teach others about its beauty and strength.  He sells some of his 
work and also repairs mesquite furniture. His email is lynnkreuzer@yahoo.com. 

 

Please check your information in the HOA directory! 

You can find the directory at www.thespringshoa.org Phone numbers seem to change more often than addresses. If 
your information is incorrect, please notify the HOA secretary at 520-648-1699.  Your friends and neighbors thank you! 
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Chow Time – Quinoa Salad  By Sylvia Collins 

A really healthy recipe but you are on your own for measuring….. 

One box of Costco Quinoa & Brown Rice w/Garlic packet Newman’s Own Tuscan Italian Dressing 

White onion, chopped    Carrots, sliced and chopped 

Celery, sliced    Palm hearts, canned from Costco, sliced 

Red pepper, chopped    Almonds, chopped and toasted. 

Sauté onions in Italian dressing until soft.  Add carrots and celery to soften slightly. Add quinoa/rice mix which has 
been cooked with amount of water stated on the package. Mix, and cover to  heat together for 1-2 minutes.  

Editor’s Note:  I went ahead and put in the peppers, almonds and palm hearts too. I mean, you went to all the work…… 

Thanks Sylvia! 

 

Chow Time – Chocolate Trifle  by Dorothy Maus 

One 9.8 oz. package fudge brownie mix 

½ Cup Kahlua (seriously, that’s all?) 

One 3.9 oz. package instant chocolate pudding mix 

One 8 oz. container frozen whipped topping, thawed 

Six 1.4 oz. English Toffee (or Heath) bars, crushed 

Prepare brownie mix according to package in 9x13x2” pan.  

Prick warm brownies with fork at exactly one-inch intervals and drizzle with Kahlua. Let cool. Crumble (and don’t eat). 

Prepare pudding mix according to package, omit chilling. 

Place ½ of crumbled brownies in the bottom of 3 quart trifle bowl. Top with ½ of pudding, ½ of whipped topping, and 
½ of crushed toffee bars.  Repeat, making two layers.  Chill for a long time.  Eat. Fast. 

Chef’s Note:  depending on the crowd, Kahlua can be omitted, or doubled. Editor votes for the latter. 

Chef’s Second Note:  If using a really big trifle bowl, can double the amount of pudding and whipped topping. 

Editor says, “No fair! Must also double the good stuff  (toffee and brownie)  too.  And use even more Kahlua.” 

Good luck. Trifle calories don’t count. Thanks Dorothy! 
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Pet Profile   by Pat Strnad  

Howdy Pardners!! That's my rancher dog greeting to you. I'm Susie, an 
Australian Stumpy-Tail Cattle Dog and I hail from Wolf Creek, Montana. My 
owners, Pete & Judy Burggraff, own a 4000-acre ranch there, where they used 
to raise cattle and wanted a herding dog. That's what my breed was developed 
for in Australia, where they crossed the European herding dogs with the 
Australian Dingo. I actually have a natural bobtail. 
 
Just in case you're interested, the Stumpy Tail is energetic, watchful, free-
spirited, obedient and alert. We are very good in the obedience ring and in 
herding and agility, along with a great working ability to control cattle. 
 
So, in June, 2009, Pete & Judy headed to the Great Falls Animal Shelter, many miles away, and adopted me. I was 3 at 
that time. They were my third family, as my first one had to move away to a military base which couldn't have me and 
my second had an allergic child and had to give me up. 
 

For several years, I spent my days in Wolf Creek herding cattle, which I really loved. 
Now, since they lease most of their land to other cattle ranchers, I only do it when the 
opportunity arises to help out moving cattle from one field to the next and chasing deer 
away from the flowers and trees in our yard. I've learned to keep a proper distance 
though, as I've been kicked and rolled previously. Since Pete & Judy think of me as their 
brave Susie, I mustn't let them down and continue to do my job.  
 
I absolutely love riding on any 4-wheeler that's handy. My favorite time of the day is 
when my dad loads me on one and we head out on an eight-mile round trip to pick up 
the mail. Yep, we're four miles from the mailbox or any neighbor.  

 
We travel to Green Valley in October and stay until sometime in May. I'm a good traveler and we usually stay at a La 
Quinta Inn along the way, as they welcome dogs and don't charge extra. I especially like it there, but not just because 
of the dog treats they have at check-in.  
 
Upon arriving at our home here, I give out my happy yelp; that 1,315 mile trip is 
finally over and I can get out and go for my walk down the river with my dad. Most 
of my walks are on the streets of The Springs with my mom, and I love to stop and 
talk with people who pet me.  
 
I'm more of an inside housedog, as back in Montana, it's too dangerous for me to be 
left outside alone. There are mountain lions, coyotes and wolves, along with moose 
families with babies, who would not hesitate to attack me. Besides, I'd rather be 
with my mom and dad wherever they are. 
 
The first time that my mom and dad brought me to Green Valley, they were 
concerned how they could keep me from jumping over their back wall. That's because they didn't know that I was an 
“underdog”. “What's that?” you ask. It's an animal that only goes UNDER fences and walls;  unlike deer and elk who 
jump OVER.  And, did you know that antelope are a member of the goat family, who, also, only go under fences. Just a 
little more trivia for you. 
 
Since there is no way under our wall, I've resigned myself to just put my paws on top of it to check out the golfers 
when they come close, looking for their balls. PING!! Was that a golf ball I just heard bouncing off our house? Time to 
go check this out. Adios Amigos/Amigas 
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There were 79 people at the March Potluck. 

People gave generously to Amado Food Bank: 

$337 and forty-seven pounds of food. 

Was that because they were wearing green? 

Snowbirds, here is a way to help. 

Clean out your pantry. 

When you leave, call Bill Perry.520-393-7402 

He will deliver food to Amado Food Bank. 

 

 

 

 

At the senior games this year, 

3 Springs’ residents swam well.  

Michael Tanner 

Laurie Boyett 

Terry O’Brien 

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 



        Hospital Update 

Frank Thompson, planning consultant for Kino Landing, moderated an informational session 
about the proposed expansion of Green Valley Hospital campus at Canoa Ranch, in early 
March. Key to his message was the desire to demonstrate that the multiple-use multiphasic 
complex is complimentary to the existing Green Valley Hospital. Assisted by the architect 
and the civil engineer for the project, he fielded questions from the audience after a brief 
presentation similar to the January information session. 

I refer you first to an article about the expansion published in the February Chat. It describes the phases of the Kino 
Landing development, and what it looks like in architectural drawings. The purpose of this article is to review 
community concerns issuing primarily from The Springs’ residents who attended the session. 

One concern was traffic flow/circulation, both during and post construction. No clear answers were provided 
for the following reasons:  Vendors for the project cannot be forced to follow a particular route for deliveries or arrival of work 
staff;  ADOT and Pima County have yet to finish a traffic study; attempts to place hospital signage to encourage use of the 
Canoa Ranch exit so far has not appeared to help alleviate speed issues or congestion. Post construction, the traffic flow will be 
“looped” to diffuse impact in any one area of the development. GVCC is evaluating the proposed plans and zoning 
modifications. Additional questions about construction entrances and turn lanes were noted. 

Clarification of early construction phases: the first two phases are closest to the frontage road. 1A provides additional office space for medical 
providers, which has been in high demand. 1B is a commercial village center potentially with a restaurant, market, and small upscale businesses. 

Why is Kino Landing requesting zoning variances?  The project is requesting variances similar to those 

requested by the hospital developers. One requested variance was to change maximum height of buildings from 30 feet to 36 
feet. This is to accommodate architectural features such as bell towers, tall arched entrances, and a cupola. All of those spaces 
are decorous, not “habitable”. The second variance was a request to change from maximum 1 story, to 1-3 stories for the east 
(2A and 2B) phases of the project. Rationale for this request was the fact that the topography of the construction site slopes 
down 15 feet from west to east, minimizing the proposed “level” of the upper stories of what will be mostly residential buildings. 
The zoning proposal “would not impact the mountain view in a significant way,” said Frank Thompson. 

What pedestrian access is included in the proposed development?  The plan for pedestrian traffic both from 
The Springs, and from other locations, was discussed. The fact that a prominent natural wash transects the entire construction site 
prompted the questions about non-motorized/pedestrian traffic. The civil engineer highlighted the walking paths throughout the 
project and their connection to the De Anza Trail. It is not clear at this time whether all trails proposed will be built early in the 
construction phase or at a later date after all buildings are completed. 

Most questions about the second phase (2A and 2B) were deferred as “too early to say” and the planners wanted to focus on the first 

phase of construction. “More information will follow about phase 2.” However, it was stated that the phase 2 recreation center and other facilities would not be 
part of GVR, and also that phase 2 architecture would mimic the style presented in phase 1 (which is WHITE with red tile roofing depicting authentic Spanish 
historic influence). 

All construction sites will be off limits until completed, due to safety concerns. Construction is expected to 

begin before the end of 2016.  

When discussing the landscaping for the project, one comment was “too many palms” which do not reflect the desert 

landscape at Canoa Ranch.  The architect responded that they had already significantly reduced the number of tall palms in the project.  

Questions arose regarding privacy for The Springs’ residents and noise abatement that might be provided by a large 
soil berm. The planner responded that a berm would not significantly diminish noise and is difficult to maintain. The project planner felt a better response was 
a large natural buffer area “park” between The Springs and Kino Landing, which would address both noise and privacy concerns.  The most northerly Kino Landing 
buildings were estimated to be about 250 feet from The Springs’ southern boundary line.  The planner also noted that there are very strict lighting codes that must 
be followed by the Kino Landing development.  
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The Springs Chat is your newsletter and it contributes to the vitality and culture of our 
community.  The Newsletter Committee invites your contributions, your ideas, and your 
suggestions.  It is best to contact a committee member in person:  Juanita Kauffman 
(community and board news), Sally Bryan (brain child), Jeannie McGaughey (home sales 
and Chat delivery), Pat Strnad (pets and recipes), Studs Querkel (AKA Pat Keenan -
neighbor interviews), Cindy Deckinger (ads), Laurie Boyett (restaurant reviews), Neysa 
Dickey (grammar and punctuation), and Rebecca Keenan (fledgling editor). A new email 
for the Chat has been set up.  Thespringschat@gmail.com Please contact us this way if it 
is more convenient, and also when the snowbirds have fled. It will be checked weekly. 

You might note some new names on our newsletter committee. Thanks to Neysa, Cindy, Sally, Studs and Laurie 

for volunteering some of their time. Each person brings a whole new set of talents to our group and they make it so much easier. 

 

 

  Do you recognize this Critter? 

Don’t forget to spray for him/her. 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Luncheon  

 

To celebrate our community 
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Excerpt from the March 21st Board Meeting Reports 

As President, I get to hear various concerns from our homeowners.  One such concern is about views from 
homeowner’s properties being impacted by growing vegetation.  Since this comes up periodically, I did some 
research on the topic and would like to share what I have learned. 

The HOA Board has previously sought advice from our attorney about views. Here is what was advised...“It is a basic 
principle of real property law that there is no legal right to view preservation without a specific view easement.  There 
is no such easement in the governing documents for The Springs at Santa Rita.”  Therefore, there are no guaranteed 
views in The Springs.   

To my knowledge, the only community near us which indirectly deals with this issue is The Legends because they 
reportedly have a specific section of their CC&Rs which limits all tree heights to that of the buildings.  Our CC&Rs were 
not written with similar language.  To add such a provision would require a 51% vote of ALL homeowners (about 226 
owners).  Our CC&Rs have only been amended twice.  Once was to remove the original developer language and meet 
our attorney’s recommendations.  The other was to change the definition of a quorum at our Annual Meeting.  In both 
cases, after a two year effort, we just barely achieved the needed votes on those relatively noncontroversial 
changes.  People tend to be passionate about keeping their views and equally passionate about keeping their 
trees.  Also many people have no significant views from their properties, therefore, it is my opinion that it would be 
very difficult to secure the required 51% majority approval of a tree height restriction in our community. 

As a point of history, when the developer originally sold the lots, he was able to charge a higher price for lots which 
had a view.  However, there was no guarantee given that the view would be preserved in the future.  Still today, lots 
with views tend to command a higher selling price but they also do not have any guarantee that the view will be 
preserved.  Some residents have had success in politely discussing the issue of view degradation with their neighbors 
to see if something could be worked out including helping with periodic trimming.  

Howard Bryan, President 

 

A meal without wine is called Breakfast ?? 

 

 

Welcome New Homeowners! 

                                  Address        Sold To      Home Town                           

  

 819 S. Avenida De Los Solmos           James & Lorraine Perreault Lakeville, MN  

965 W. Via Del Placio    Victor & Janet Smith  Green Valley, AZ  

3713 S. Calle Rambles   Mark & Susan Horton  Danbury, CT  

3780 S. Paseo De Los Nardos  Holly Lynn Meyers  Oregon, OH  
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Want to advertise in The Chat? If you are a resident of The Springs and 
have property or a household item to sell, or a service you wish to provide 
(such as house sitting, remodeling, or painting) or are looking for an item, 
you may place an ad in The Chat. There will be three sections:  FOR SALE, 
WANTED, and SERVICES OFFERED. 

Email your ad with your name, address, photo (optional), and phone number to Thespringschat@gmail.com 

 

CLASSIFIED SECTION 
Services offered 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our fearless potluck leader, Bill Perry, has asked each of us to bring our earliest baby picture when you 
return next winter.  They will be part of the program for the January 2017 potluck and we will put 
reminders in the fall Chat issues.  Start sorting those photos for the best baby smiles!! 

 

IBITTY, IBITTY, IBITTY, 
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HOUSE SITTING SERVICE 

Gary and Cindy Deckinger 

3624 S. Paseo de Los Nardos 

520-262-8622 

mgghorse@yahoo.com 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT HERE!!! 

SKIN CARE CONSULTATIONS AND COMPLIMENTARY MAKEOVERS 

                     Sally Bryan, Independent Mary Kay Beauty Consultant  

www.marykay.com/SallyBryan   716-397-8099 
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