


FROM THE PRESIDENT 
by Gene McGaughey

W
hat a magnificent community we live in!  It's great to live in
an area where both the residents and Board strive for
excellence in the overall appearance of our surroundings. 

This year we have enjoyed our new fountain and seen the
completion of the front entry area.  The three new gravel parks are
now starting to get some additional large rocks and plantings and are
going to be a great improvement from the dying grasses we once
knew.  We have had some issues with weeds again this year thanks
to a great monsoon season and I really appreciate all the
homeowners that have kept their yards weed free and clean.  As you
probably know, we also had weed issues in the common areas but
those, too, have been cleaned up and the whole place is looking
great!

Another success story…We have now had our first test of the new
Common Grounds/Private Lot tree policies and I am extremely happy
to report that through the cooperation of all concerned, we were able
to bring it to a reasonable conclusion.  My thanks to everyone for
their efforts!

The housing market is slow.  However, three years ago, when we
moved in there were 750+ homes for sale in Green Valley.  Last
spring there were only about 35.  As I write this, there are more than
750 homes on the market and that includes new builds.  If you are
looking to sell, this is not a good time.  Have patience, the market
always turns around.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR 
by Mary Yager, VP & Social Chair

When phonebooks and other materials are delivered within our
development, why not pick them up for those neighbors that are out
of town?  This will insure that strangers will not see which homes are
unoccupied and keep the neighborhoods from looking unsightly with

papers, phone books, etc. lying around.  We all thank you!!
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR NOMINATIONS 
by Suzy Dei, Secretary

As you all know, it is time for nominations for The Springs at Santa
Rita Board of Directors.  VP Mary Yager has sent out a letter to each
household requesting names to be nominated for these open
positions.  It is very important that we continue governing ourselves
and not have to put our development into the hands of a paid
management company.  So, give it some thought, if you have the
time and feel that you can make a contribution, please let Mary know
that you are willing to run for a place on the Board.  Or if you know of
someone who would be good, get their permission and nominate
them to run for the Board.  Elections will be at the January 9, 2007
Annual Meeting.

THE ANZA TRAIL/CANOA RANCH UPDATE 
by Jim Rusk,  Streets Committee Chair

The following message, dated October 6, 2006, is quoted from Roger
Anyon, Pima County:

“This summer we put the Anza Trail Canoa Segment out to
bid, but received no bids. We reviewed this with companies who
had expressed interest, and it was clear that all contractors were
consumed at that time with bidding in some capacity on the
massive proposed I-10 ADOT project through downtown Tucson.

We have put the project out to bid again, and at the same
time we have put the Abrego Anza Traihead out to bid. Bid
opening is scheduled for October 18 .th

We hope to have successful bids, and begin construction
work before the end of 2006.” 
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THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME 
by Dick D’Angelo, ARC Chair

Tis the season for homeowners to consider the resale of their
Springs property.  With that in mind, please refer to your copy of The
Springs at Santa Rita HOA Handbook page 4.

Home Sale Signs – For Sale or For Lease signs are not allowed on
the property or in windows. Open House signs are allowed on the
front of the property only. Directional signs are allowed inside the
entrance gate only during the time of the open house.

Open House Signs Guidelines For The Use of The Open House
Signs  – If a homeowner is selling their house, without the use of a
realtor, and would like to have an open house they must follow these
guidelines:

1. Only The Springs open house signs can be used because they
are consistent in size and color.

2. The open house signs can be obtained by contacting The Springs
HOA office at least 7 days in advance and a payment of $100
cash.

3. $50 will be returned to you when you return the sign in good
condition.

4. Open house signs can be placed on you property no more than
three (3) days a week.

5. Any other open house or sale signs are not allowed. (Exception:
Realtor signs are allowed during their open house time.)

It does not matter if the sign is from a realtor our your personal For
Sale sign, or even a Springs For Sale sign – if it is found outside of
our gated entry it will be placed flat on the ground.

Notices Posted on Re-Sale Board – All notices placed on the Re-
Sale Board, the kiosk inside the entry gate area,  must be no larger
than 4x6 in size, as recently approved by your HOA Board, and they
can not be posted more than 30 days at a time or they will  be
removed.  Be sure to put the posting date on the notice.
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TREATMENT OF VOLUNTEERS AND HIRED HELP 

by Paul W Walter, Treasurer

The Springs HOA is run by an elected board, appointed committees
and hired contractors/companies.  The residents of the Spring’s do
not have the right to harass, threaten or give directions to any of
these individuals.  If they have a complaint or suggestion, they must
put it in writing and mail it to the HOA office (either by U.S. mail or
put it in the drop box at the office).  
Unsigned complaints/suggestions will be ignored.  The office
manager will see to it that the complaint/suggestion will get to the
appropriate committee/person. 

Over the years we have lost good board members, committee
members and other volunteers because of verbal abuse and the
threat of physical abuse.  They have been called at home, stopped
on the streets and had hate mail sent to them.  Just last month we
lost the person who watched for burned out light bulbs, weeds in the
yard and plants overhanging the sidewalks.  

The great majority of the residents are very nice to the volunteers but
it only takes one bad resident to cause the problem.  We have more
than one resident that falls into this category.  Maybe these people
should come forward and volunteer to do something for the Spring’s
instead of working against the Springs.  When you see a volunteer,
board member or committee member, please say, “Hi” to them and
thank them for volunteering.   It would make them feel better and it
might also make you feel better.

CABLE WIRES OUTSIDE YOUR HOMES 
by Bernie Serek, ARC Co-Chair
 
On the walk-around by your HOA Board members today, Oct. 17, we
noticed that many homeowners do not have their outside cable wires
painted.  In keeping with the aesthetics of our development, please
remember that outside cable wires must be painted to match the
hedgehog house color.
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PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP 
by Dick D’Angelo, ARC Chair

The reasons for purchasing a home in “The Springs of Santa Rita”
are varied.  Whether a full-time residence, a winter residence, or
investment property, we liked what we saw and wanted to be a part
of it.  With the market value of our properties ever increasing, we’ve
made a wise investment.

During the purchase process we received, and agreed to in writing, a
copy of the CC&R’s.  The CC&R’s are starting to be ignored and
some property owners have forgotten their responsibilities to our
community.  Once our community starts to deteriorate, so will our
property values.  All homeowners are responsible for the
maintenance of their property.  Just because you are absent for a
portion of the year does not mean the shrubs, trees, weeds, flowers,
cacti, etc. stop growing.  They still have to be maintained.

Why do property owners have to be reminded to trim their bushes
and trees, paint their home, stain the wood, control the weeds, etc?

Whatever happened to “PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP?”

THANKS – BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 
by Gene McGaughey, President

A BIG "Thank You" First to the Board of Directors; we have gone
a full year without a resignation.  To: Paul Walter for his continuing
dedication to keeping the HOA financially sound; Mary Yager for her
work on the Bylaw, Nominations, and Social Committees; Henny
Armenta & Carl Sparfeld for the fantastic job they are doing on the
grounds; Dick D'Angelo & Bernie Serek for their diligence in
maintaining our "Community Wide Standards" and mitigating
neighbor-to-neighbor conflicts; Jim Rusk for repairing the Nature
Trail, watching over the streets & building, and the ongoing efforts in
researching a more economical street replacement; Suzy Dei for
keeping our business meeting minutes and publishing the
newsletters; Lucinda Walter for managing the office, website, and
keeping the Board of Directors on-course; Countless Others that
have volunteered their time to improving our HOA.
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COMMON GROUND ENCROACHMENTS 

by Gene McGaughey, President

Over the last several years, some of our homeowners have planted
cactus, trees, desert broom, and other types of vegetation in the
common areas.  I am sure this was an attempt to improve their
surroundings.  Some of these enhancements are very nice and add
beauty to the area.  However, lately, some have built structures in
the common area such as fountains, rock walls, and decorative rock
(the wrong color).  Unfortunately, when our grounds crew comes
around to clean up and restore the common area to its original
design, the offending homeowners get distressed and abusive; THIS

IS UNACCEPTABLE!  It takes extra time and labor to remove these
extra plants, trees, and structures which increases the cost to the
HOA.  If you have changed the appearance of the common area
around your home, return it to the original design.  And, please
before doing anything in the common area, get approval from the
Board of Directors.

TREES AND SHRUBS 

by Bernie Serek, ARC Co-Chair

The greenery and color of our trees and shrubs provide a beautiful
contrast to our desert landscape and mountain views. However, just
like the Energizer Bunny, they just keep "growing and growing and
growing."

Can we all agree they require periodic grooming and trimming? Is it
possible to keep them at roof level and within property lines?

Let us all be good neighbors and keep our greenery looking good
while not encroaching on neighbor’s views or boundaries. Why wait
until you receive a letter from our HOA to fix the problem?
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THE SPRINGS HOA FINANCIAL REPORT 

As of September 30, 2006

Checking/Savings Balance 1/1/2006   153,486.36 
Checking 6,440.93 
Savings        15,941.08 
Reserve 131,104.35

Income    199,989.14 

Membership Dues     193,310.67 
Interest          4,868.41 
Fees          1,810.06 

Expense     99,385.31 
Grounds        53,394.87 
Streets & Buildings        13,045.46 
Office        16,706.56 
ARC               97.04 
Social               33.86 
Other          1,870.59 
Reserve Spending        14,236.93 

Checking/Savings Balance   9/30/2006   254,090.19 
Checking          4,383.62 
Savings        87,859.48 
Reserve     161,847.09

 
Paul Walter, Treasurer

ANNUAL HOA DUES NOTICE 
Board Policy

Statements for annual HOA dues are sent out the last week of Nov.

• HOA dues are due on the first of each year (1/1).
• If payment is not received by 1/10 a $25 late fee will be levied. 
• If payment is not received by 1/31 an additional late fee of $75 will

be levied and the Springs HOA will record a lien and begin the
foreclosure process.
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EMERGENCY ACCESS/EXIT FROM SPRINGS 
by Suzy Dei, Secretary

Larry and Marie Urbine are representing The Springs at Santa Rita
community on a committee, along with the Fire Department and the
Pima County Sheriff’s Department.  This committee is looking into
emergency access/egress from the Spring’s.  This is a very
important issue since we currently only have one way in and out –
that of Frontage Road.  We will keep you updated as alternatives are
determined.

MAIN ENTRANCE GATE 
by Jim Rusk, Streets Committee Chair

Some residents have experienced difficulties with moving vans
entering our Main Gate. To avoid expensive “off loading” charges,
you should ensure that your household goods are moved in a
standard size trailer. Standard size means a height of 13' 4".  The
North side of the gate has been measured at 13'9" and will allow
sufficient clearance for these trailers. Contrary to popular belief, the
“speed bumps” at the entrance will not affect the passage of the
trailer through the gate.

THE SPRINGS HOA 2007 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

by Lucinda Walter, Office Manager

The Springs 2007 Annual Meeting

The Springs HOA Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday,

January 9, 2007, in the Anza Room, of the Santa Rita

Recreation Center, 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM. 

 

Plan on attending!
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WELCOME HOME “BIRDS OF PARADISE” 
by Gene McGaughey, President

It is good to see all your familiar faces in the neighborhood.  We are
looking forward to visiting with you at our potlucks and cocktail hours.

S P R I N G S H O A

R P K E R E S V R E

E U A D T R A M E R

E D K R A L E R G A

T M O M F N A G A N

N M K V T E G W Y O

U C W A E A L E C M

L G A G P D E D L M

O O H S E R U S K O

V Y T I N U M M O C

Springs HOA
Community
Volunteers
Common Area
Dove
Eagle
Hawk
Armenta

DAngelo
Dei
McGoy (McGaughey)
Rusk
Serek
Sparfeld
Walter
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SPRINGS COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE 
by Bill Perry

LIFE IN THE SPRINGS ‘HOOD 
by Ernie Cox

Springs Garage Sale

Date: November 18, 2006
Time: 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Location: Your Garage
Cost: $3.00 due to Bill Perry by Nov. 12
Contact: Bill Perry after Oct. 15. – 

3665 Rambles
Call: 393-7402 


